MEN’S HOME INTERNATIONALS
HARD CARD
STANDARD LOCAL RULES & REGULATIONS

A. LOCAL RULES
The following Local Rules, together with any additions or amendments published
by England Golf at the golf course, will apply to the Men’s Home Internationals.
Note: These Local Rules replace any Local Rules published by a host club (e.g.
on a club’s score card).
1.

2.

3.

4.

Out of Bounds (Rule 27–1)
a) Beyond any wall, fence, hedge or line of white stakes defining the
boundary of the course.
b) On or beyond any white line defining the boundary of the course.
(A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies on or beyond such a line).
Note:
i.
Where out of bounds is defined by a fence or line of white
stakes, the line joining the nearest inside points at ground level of
such stakes or any inside fence posts (excluding angled supports)
defines the boundary. A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies
beyond such a line.
ii.
Objects defining out of bounds are not obstructions,
therefore relief without penalty from them is not available.
Water Hazards, including Lateral Water Hazards (Rule 26)
Water hazards are defined by yellow stakes or yellow lines.
Lateral water hazards are defined by red stakes or red lines.
When both stakes and lines are used, the stakes identify the hazard and the
lines define the hazard margin.
Note:
i.
A ball is in a water hazard when it lies in or any part of it
touches the water hazard, including any stake or line that defines
the hazard.
ii.
Stakes defining the margin of a water hazard are
obstructions.
iii
Relief without penalty is not available from immovable
obstructions or abnormal ground conditions when the ball is in a
water hazard.
iv
Retaining artificial walls and pilings surrounding/bordering
water hazards are immovable obstructions.
Ground Under Repair (Rule 25–1)
a) Any area encircled by a white or blue line.
b) Any area of damaged ground that is considered by a referee to be
abnormal.
Immovable Obstructions (Rule 24–2) include:
a) All artificially surfaced roads and paths on the course, including those
covered with wood chips. All other paths and tracks are integral parts of
the course.
b) White lined areas adjoining any immovable obstruction are part of the
obstruction and not ground under repair.
c) Stone-filled drainage ditches or channels.
d) Sleepers or wooden boards within bunkers.

Temporary Immovable Obstructions (“TIOs”) are any non-permanent
objects on the course which have been erected for this Championship and
which are fixed or not readily movable. Examples include fixed signs and
scoreboards. You may take relief if you have interference from a TIO or if one
intervenes on your line of play. The specimen Local Rules in the Rules of
Golf are in effect.
5. Immovable Obstructions Close to Putting Green
Relief from interference by an immovable obstruction may be obtained under
Rule 24-2. In addition, if a ball lies off the putting green but not in a hazard
and an immovable obstruction on or within two club-lengths of the putting
green and within two club-lengths of the ball intervenes on the line of play
between the ball and the hole, the player may take relief as follows:
The ball must be lifted and dropped at the nearest point to where the ball lay
that (a) is not nearer the hole, (b) avoids intervention and (c) is not in a
hazard or on a putting green. The ball may be cleaned when lifted.
Relief under this Local Rule is also available if the player’s ball lies on the
putting green and an immovable obstruction within two club-lengths of the
putting green intervenes on his line of putt. The player may take relief as
follows:
The ball must be lifted and placed at the nearest point to where the ball lay
that (a) is not nearer the hole, (b) avoids intervention and (c) is not in a
hazard. The ball may be cleaned when lifted.
6. Trees which are staked or otherwise identified or protected (e.g. by
wrapping). If such a tree interferes with a player’s stance or the area of his
intended swing, the ball must be lifted, without penalty, and dropped in
accordance with the procedure prescribed in Rule 24-2b (Immovable
Obstruction).
7. Stones (not shells) in Bunkers are movable obstructions (Rule 24–1
applies).
8. Wrong Greens (Rule 25–3)
Practice putting and/or pitching greens on the course must be treated as wrong
greens.
9. Bunker Faces
a) A bunker face which consists of stacked turf is not part of the bunker and
is not deemed to be a “closely mown area” (Rule 25–2: Embedded ball).
b) A grass covered bunker face, not consisting of stacked turf, is likewise
not part of the bunker.
10. Distance-Measuring Devices (Rule 14–3 and Appendix IV, page 162)
A player may obtain distance information by using a device that measures
distance only. If, during a stipulated round, a player uses a distancemeasuring device that is designed to gauge or measure other conditions that
might affect his play (e.g. gradient, windspeed, temperature, etc), the player
is in breach of Rule 14–3, for which the penalty is disqualification,
regardless of whether any such additional function is actually used.
Note i: a. Trolleys with a distance-measuring capability: May be used
provided any other features, which are non-conforming, are
disabled (e.g. ‘taped over’ or switched off).
b. Multi-functional devices such as mobile phones with a distancemeasuring application may not be used, unless the application is
restricted to “distance only” and the device does not have any
other “non-conforming” features or applications.
PENALTY FOR BREACH OF 10 a or b: Disqualification
Note ii: This Local Rule applies to team captains in match play
championships. If a team captain uses a device in breach of this
Local Rule, any distance information sought and received by a
player from that team captain or given by that team captain and
willingly received by a player, will result in the player’s
disqualification.

11. Caddies
Caddies are not permitted
Unless otherwise specified above or the breach is covered by a Rule of Golf,
PENALTY FOR BREACH
OF A LOCAL RULE: Match play – Loss of Hole
B. REGULATIONS
1. Control and Management
The control of this annual Meeting vests in the Championship Committee of the
host National Golf Union. The Meetings shall be held in each Country in turn in
the following rotation:
Scotland: 2012, 2016, 2020, 2024, 2028, 2032
England: 2013, 2017, 2021, 2025, 2029, 2033
Wales: 2014, 2018, 2022, 2026, 2030, 2034
Ireland: 2015, 2019, 2023, 2027, 2031, 2035
(a) The matches shall be played on such dates as shall be fixed by the National
Golf Unions.
(b) The Management of the Meeting, except as hereinafter provided, shall be
undertaken by an Organising Committee from the Host Union. In addition, in the
case of dispute or appeal, a
Championship Committee, made up of one member from each Country and
Chaired by the
Host Union representative, shall preside.
(c) The decision of the Championship Committee on any point shall be final.
Three members shall form a quorum, and while the matches are in progress at
least one member shall remain in the vicinity of the clubhouse and be available
for immediate consultation. The Chair shall have the casting vote.
2. Play
(a) Matches shall be played on three consecutive days.
(b) The order of play will be determined in accordance with the relative positions
of the four Countries in the previous year’s matches. On Wednesday Match 1 will
comprise the champion Country versus the fourth-placed team, while Match 2 will
comprise the second versus the third placed team.
On the Thursday Match 1 will comprise the winners of Wednesday’s Match 1
versus the losers of Wednesday’s Match 2, while Match 2 will comprise the losers
of Wednesday’s Match 1 versus the winners of Wednesday’s Match 2.
In the event of a tie, the higher placed team in the previous year’s matches shall
have precedence (thus if teams 1 and 4 tie and team number 2 defeats team
number 3 then team number 1 plays number 3 and team number 2 plays number
4). On the Friday those teams still to meet will play. The order of play will be
determined by the number of match points won by each team with the team with
the highest number of match points having the honour in Match 2. In the event
of a tie on match points then the same principle will apply to the number of game
points won by each team. Once Match 2 is established then Match 1 will comprise
the two remaining teams with the honour given to the team with the greater
match points or in the event of a tie the greater number of game points between
each side. In the event of all teams tying on match and game points then the
team which finished highest in the previous year’s matches will have the honour
in Match 2. Match 1 will comprise the two remaining teams with the honour given
to the higher of the two teams in the previous year’s matches.
(c) Each game shall consist of 18 holes.
(d) Five foursomes shall be played in the morning and ten singles in the
afternoon.
(e) Each team shall consist of eleven players.

(f) The eligibility of players to play for their Country shall be their eligibility to
play in the closed Amateur Championship of their Country.
(g) One point shall be scored for a win in each game in foursomes and singles,
and a half point shall be scored by each side for a halved game.
(i) Matches shall be played in accordance with the Rules of Golf as approved by
R&A Rules Limited, and the local rules of the Club on whose course the Meeting is
held. The local rules shall be subject to the approval of the Championship
Committee.
(j) The attention of players and Officials shall be drawn to Rule 34 of the Rules of
Golf (Disputes and Decisions).
(k) In accordance with the Note to Rule 8 of the Rules of Golf each team may
appoint one person (in addition to the persons from whom advice may be asked
under the Rule) who may give advice to Members of that team, but such person
shall not go on to the putting green to give advice.
Such person may be a Professional Golfer.
Such person shall be identified to the Committee before giving advice.
(l) Players must not ride on any form of transportation during a stipulated round
unless authorised by a Referee or a member of the Championship Committee.
Penalty for Breach of Condition:
At the conclusion of the hole at which the breach is discovered, the state of the
match is adjusted by deducting one hole for each hole at which the breach
occurred; maximum deduction per round – two holes.
If a breach is discovered between the play of two holes, it is deemed to have
been discovered during play of the next hole, and the penalty must be applied
accordingly.
Use of any unauthorised form of transportation must be discontinued immediately
upon discovery that a breach has occurred. Otherwise the player, or pairing, is
disqualified.
Note: The use of electric trolleys is permitted.
(m) The specimen conditions in the Rules of Golf are in effect regarding
Conforming Driver Heads and Conforming Golf Balls.
(n) Whilst players may practice on the competition course before or between
rounds, players are requested to play one ball only during such practice. Failure
to observe this condition may result in the players being asked to leave the
course.
3. Alteration of Teams
(a) Different players from the team of eleven (2e) may be selected for foursomes
and singles by the Captain.
(b) The team names and order of play for the foursomes matches must be
submitted to the Championship Committee as follows:
- Day 1: by 18:00 on the day preceding the first day’s play.
- Days 2 & 3: Not later than half an hour after the completion of the final game of
that Countries match on day 1 or day 2, as appropriate.
(c) The order of play for the singles matches shall be handed into the
Championship Committee at least 1 hour prior to the start of the teams singles
matches.
Failure to submit team names on time shall result in the names and order of play
being taken from the proceeding set of foursomes or singles matches (whichever
applies), or in the case of the first day, in alphabetical order.
Except in the case of sudden illness or other emergency which is considered by
the Championship Committee to be sufficient justification, no substitution can be
made to the list handed in to the Championship Committee, nor may the order of
play be altered.

(d) Reserves taking the place of players after the team has been handed in, as
provided for in 3 (b) and (c), shall be placed in the same position in the team,
both in foursomes and singles, as that occupied by the player who is to be
substituted.
(e) Except in the case of sudden illness or other emergency, no reserve may be
substituted in the team of eleven players originally selected and then only by
permission of the Championship Committee.
4. The Raymond Trophy
The Raymond Trophy, presented by the late Mr R H Oppenheimer in 1952, shall
be held by the winning Country for the ensuing year. The winning country shall
be the country with the highest number of Match Points. In the event of an
overall tie on match points the result will be determined in sequence upon:
(i) Overall total games points won;
(ii) The individual match result of the tieing Countries
Should there still be a tie on the number of points the higher placed team in the
previous year’s meeting shall have preference.
5. Finance and Organisation
The Union hosting the Meeting shall make arrangements in connection with the
organisation of the meeting and shall bear the cost thereof. The Host Union holds
the rights to sponsorship for the event in the year of hosting.
6. Insurance
The Union hosting the Meeting shall effect such Third Party and/or other
insurances as the
Organising Committee may think necessary to safeguard the interests and
responsibilities of the Host Union in connection with the Meeting.
7. Interference by Weather, etc.
In the event of weather, etc., curtailing play on any day or days of the meeting
the Championship
Committee, whose decision shall be final, shall decide upon the most equitable
method, where practical, of bringing the meeting to a conclusion. This may
include the cancellation of points already gained, or any other expedient deemed
advisable to reach a conclusion under the prevailing circumstances.
8. Abandonment Regulations
In the event of the total abandonment of the meeting without a conclusion being
reached, the present holders will retain the trophy. A ‘no result’ will be recorded
and the order of play retained for the next meeting.
9. Drug Testing
The meeting shall be conducted according to the Drug Policy of the Host Union.

